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‘Oracle Bones,
painting by Debbie Ma of Calverton.
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Group show at Riverhead gallery explores

connections among veteran artists’ work

BY JOYCE BECKENSTEIN | CONTRIBUTOR

ention Art Sites to artists, collec-

tors and critics who know the

Riverhead gallery and they’ll likely

say, “Glynis — she has some eye.”
They'’re talking about Art Sites director Glynis
Berry. The current group show, featuring four
well-known veteran artists — Debbie Ma, Mel
Pekarsky, Marianne Weil and Ellen Wiener — el-
oquently reflects her skill at finding artists with
something to say and arranging their works in
ways that say still more.

A practicing architect in partnership with
her husband, Hideaki Ariizumi, who helps her
run the gallery, Ms. Berry spots unique, often
quirky, talent that she exhibits with an archi-
tect’s flair for form and space. Rather than
taking familiar shortcuts by assigning broad
themes to connect the works featured in group
shows, she instead seeks more variegated
threads that relate works by one artist to those
of another.

About the current exhibition, which has been
extended through Nov. 13, she says, “It brings
together works by accomplished, mature art-
ists who are comfortable with their medium. I
wanted to explore how each of them expands
and finds new forms for what they do.”

To eliminate the possibility that strong works

by strong artists would fight one another on the
walls, Ms. Berry chose art with muted palettes.
The various works she selected, linked together
through neutral tones of black, white, gray and
soft amber, all bow to the dramatic subtleties
of texture and line. Ms. Berry’s quiet choices
allow Debbie Ma’s vigorous paintings to court
Marianne Weil's elegant new sculptures.

Ms. Ma, of Calverton, is an accomplished
graphic artist who designs the packaging for
well-known cosmetic companies and began
her parallel fine art career 10 years ago. Her
graphic background taught her how signs
and symbols convey a powerful message, her
study of Chinese calligraphy how they cast
mystical spells.

“Ancient writing was the earliest form of
abstract art,” she said. “Each Chinese letter is
open to interpretation — the sign for water can
be three squiggly lines that suggest rain or tap
water ... so many meanings.”

She is simultaneously alluding to pictographs
of her own devising, such as those in “Oracle
Bones,” a work densely textured with marble
dust and layers of gray, black and white pig-
ment incised with pictograms that suggest un-
decipherable graffiti on ancient peeling walls.

Ms. Ma’s paintings are soul mates to Marianne
Weil’s sculpture, which also reinvents the signs
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‘Four Manilas’ by Ellen Wiener of Southold.

‘Bullseye,
glass, copper
and bronze
scuplture by
Marianne Weil
of Orient.

‘High Sierras, a ‘pencil painting’ by Mel Pekarsky of Stony Brook.

ART SITES GALLERY | West Main Street, Riverhead | Work by veteran artists Debbie Ma, Mel Pekarsky, Marianne Weil and Ellen Wiener, on view through Nov. 13.




8A |

OCTOBER 27, 2011 | RIVERHEADNEWSREVIEW.COM

Hampton Jitney
Tours &
Excursions

Announcing Upcoming Tours

“MIRACLE OF CHRISTMAS" AT THE SIGHT & SOUND MILLENNIUM THEATRE
Wed. Dec 7th - $122 pp

Christmas memories jump to life as a brand-new sensory experience highlights the return of
MIRACLE OF CHRISTMAS to the Millennium Theatre. You will have the opportunity to interact with
characters and animals from the nativity story. The theatre will be grandly decorated.

Tour package includes: Show tickets and dinner.

RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR

Presents their NEW 2011 show!

Wed. Dec. 14th - $156 pp

Tour package includes: Orchestra ticket, voucher for a free popcorn and soda or water, and
lunch at Patsy’s.

COUNTRY FOLK ART SHOW ~ EDISON, NJ

Sat. Dec 18th - $55 pp

Celebrate the 30th Anniversary of the COUNTRY FOLK ART CRAFT SHOWS with its large number
of exhibitors from across the U.S. and Canada. Some of the more popular decorating items found
at the shows are handcrafted furniture, home and garden décor, jewelry, textiles, holiday décor,
wearable art, handmade candles and soaps, quilts, paintings, framed art, and much more. This tour
has some great Holiday Shopping for you!

Tour package includes: Admission to the show.

BROADWAY SHOW CHOICE: “MEMPHIS” OR “SISTER ACT"”

Wed. Jan 18th - $204 pp/Memphis & $196 pp/Sister Act

“Memphis” - What happens when a 1950's Memphis DJ with white listeners decides to play
African-American music? Is Memphis ready for it? Is America? The story was inspired by the
legendary DJ Dewey Phillips and the music that became known as “rock 'n" roll.”

"Sister Act” — Are movies to musicals becoming a habit? Nunsense! Based on the 1992 Whoopi
Goldberg movie, Sister Act features a disco-inspired score and is the winner of 2011’

Broadway.com Audience Choice Award for Best Musical!
Jj y

To book a show tour or for further information visit our Greenport
office at 102 South Street, call (631) 283-4600 ext. 433, or log on to
hamptonjitney.com. All tours include deluxe roundtrip transportation
and a tour escort.

Tour package includes: Orchestra ticket and lunch at Tony’s DiNapoli.
North Fork pick-up and drop-off locations are as follows: Greenport, Southold, Cutchogue, Mattituck, Jamesport,
Aquebogue, Riverhead, Farmingville, Melville Marriott.

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES — FREE SEMINARS

Your Challenge...Our Commitment

PLANNING AHEAD:

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW NOW!
Free Saturday Workshops, November 5,12 & 19

for individuals with Developmental Disabilities,
Parents, Caregivers and Professionals

East End Disability Associates, Inc., Riverhead presents ...

Eligibility Requirements for Services
Transition from School to Adult Programs
Benefits and Entitlements
Guardianship, Special Needs Trusts
Health Care and End-of-Life Issues
Family Support Services: Recreation/Socialization
Sexuality Issues
The NYS 1115 Waiver

GROUP SHOW...
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and symbols of antiquity. Ms. Weil, of
Orient, is assistant professor of art at
CUNY College of Staten Island. She
has for many years exhibited her work
at Art Sites and Kouros Gallery in New
York City. This year she was the United
States representative to the 2011 In-
ternational Sculpture Symposium in
Frostrup, Denmark.

The Neolithic cairns, steles and
slabs she studied in Brittany and
Spain inspired Ms. Weil'’s early
bronze figures. Now she has extract-
ed the spirals, grids and punctured
outlined shapes embedded in those
haunting pieces and placed them in
organically shaped vessels of gold-
en-hued blown glass. “Bullseye,” for
example, holds a piece of industrial
copper bent into a spiral, a primor-
dial symbol of nature and a re-
peated motif in Ms. Weil’s sculpture.
Here the human-made detritus
of contemporary life is effectively
suspended like an embryo in light,
much as amber seals prehistoric
remains. The viewer’s reflection in
glass completes the metaphor.

The Weil sculpture and Ma paint-
ings share primal histories through
abstraction. But they also resonate
with the literal stories and repre-
sentational styles common to the
art of Mel Pekarsky and Ellen Wie-
ner. And as Ms. Berry said, “These
works are also linked by the artists’
use of line.”

Mel Pekarsky of Stony Brook,
former chair of the art department
at SUNY/Stony Brook, evolved from
a figurative painter to one involved
with environmental issues. He de-
signed the first Earth Day poster in
1968, and then went into the desert
with army accommodations at Fort
Hood, Texas.

“Elvis was there and so were
snakes,” he quipped. “I found the
desert to be symbolic of all that is
precarious. ... The desert has strong
enough icons to make people think
about the earth.”

Mr. Pekarsky has traversed Ameri-
can deserts from high country to
the badlands of the Anza Borrego
Desert in Southern California. His

“pencil painting” perspectives were
drawn from airplanes, horseback
and ground level. “High Sierras” is

a sparse rendering of naked desert
punctuated by thirsty sticks of brush
conveyed through delicate but ner-
vous lines. In contrast, “High Desert,”
a broad expanse of receding planes
stretching toward distant mountains,
is so intricately rendered that it reads
as pure abstraction when you stand
up close to it.

Ms. Berry set aside a separate
gallery space as an intimate read-
ing room for works by Southold
artist Ellen Wiener. Here one finds
a scroll-format painting, limited-
edition prints of the artist’s original
accordion books and paintings on
manila envelopes. Ms. Wiener, who
taught at Princeton University and
Dartmouth College, is renowned for
her artist books inspired by medieval
illuminated manuscripts. Her works
are in numerous national libraries
and in the Arts of the Book Collec-
tion at Yale University Library.

Though Ms. Wiener’s paintings and
folding books are representational,
they have no fixed narratives. They
are “about” the passage of time and
reading them requires the viewer to
take time perusing them. Unrushed.

“Numinous Woods” unfurls like
an epic poem about monuments —
astronomy domes, grave decorations,
the tower of Babel, crumbling medi-
eval ruins, skyscrapers. Using a com-
plex process that involves drawing,
print transfers and oil painting, the
work deals with nostalgia for times
past and for the book as a container
of memories.

“Four Manilas” uses manila enve-
lopes — a new canvas for Ms. Wiener,
who drew across them a sheet of yel-
low legal paper scribbled with images
of crumbling ruins, a reminder that
in a digital age of “you’ve got mail,”
you no longer have the kind of mail
that affords the tactile pleasures of
opening an old-fashioned envelope.

Glass, ancient scrolls, imaginary
calligraphy, desert drawings, books,
paintings, sculpture, representa-
tional art, abstraction and narratives
without stories. How do they all
work together?

It's Glynis. She has some eye.

Donna M. Renten

Donna M. Renten

8400 MAIN ROAD
MATTITUCK, NY 11952

BRISOTTI & SILKWORTH INSURANCE

“Ask me about the AARP
Auto Insurance Program
from The Hartford.”

t Now available in your area!

This auto insurance is designed exclusively for AARP members — and
is now available through your local Hartford independent agent!

Call Today for your FREE, no-obligation quote:
631-298-4747 ext. 106

° | Auto Insurance *
Program from

THE
HARTFORD

. . . . o
For more information or to register visit
The AARP Automabile Insurance Program is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates, Hartford Plaza, Hartford CT 08115, AARP
membership is required for Program eligibility in most states. AARP and AARP Financial, Inc. receive from The Hartford payments for AARP'S

WWW. eed-ao org or call (63 ’) 369-7345’ eXtO ’07 license and intellectual property fogr use bygrhe Hartford and for services rendered in connection with the Program. Amounts paid by The Hartford for this
license are used for the general purposes of the Association and its members. Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify. Specific

features, credits and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state fiings and applicable law. The premiums in this
Program include the costs associate with the advice and counsel that your local agent provides. This product can be purchased directly from The Hartford

without local agent service and advice for 5% less,
107293

Seminars to be held at Cornell Cooperative Center, 423 Griffing Ave., Riverhead, NY






